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Overview 

This bill sets a seven-day quantity limit for opiate and narcotic prescriptions for 

the treatment of acute pain associated with major trauma or a surgical procedure.  

The bill allows a practitioner, using clinical judgement, to exceed this prescription 

limit. 

Section   

1  Limit on quantity of opiates prescribed for acute pain associated with a major trauma 

or surgical procedure.  Amends § 152.11, by adding subd. 5.  (a) Limits prescriptions for 

opiate or narcotic pain relievers listed in Schedules II to IV of the controlled substance listing 

to a seven-day supply, when used for the treatment of acute pain associated with a major 

trauma or surgical procedure.  Requires the quantity prescribed to be consistent with the 

dosage listed in the professional labeling for the drug, as approved by the U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration. 

(b) Provides a definition of “acute pain.” 

(c) Allows a practitioner, using professional clinical judgement, to issue a prescription for 

more than a seven-day supply of the opiate or narcotic pain reliever. 

(d) States that this subdivision does not apply to the treatment of acute dental pain or acute 

pain associated with refractive surgery, with the quantity of opiates that may be prescribed 

for these conditions governed by subdivision 4 (which sets a four-day quantity limit on 

prescriptions, but allows for an override based on professional clinical judgement). 

 


